
  

 

Artist Callout 
Corby Pole Fair 2022 

 

Made with Many are looking for artist/s to create four larger-than-life 
puppets with local people for the Corby Pole Fair 2022.  

 

Corby Pole Fair 2022 
The Pole Fair is a major community celebration, which will take place on Friday 3rd June 2022. This unique tradition 

comes around every 20 years, with the last Pole Fair last taking place in May 2002 on the Charter Field in Corby Old 

Village, attracting crowds of 30,000 to enjoy outdoor attractions, entertainment and of course, the reading of the 

Royal Charter at the three entrances to the village. 

There are numerous traditions that take place at every fair, including a dawn parade with a reading of the town's 

charter, floral gateways to the old village area of Corby, and a greasy pole competition. At the celebration of the Pole 

Fair in Corby every person entering the village has to pay a small toll or be carried over the stang to face the stocks. 

Previous fairs have also included markets, performances, historical re-enactments and a large fun fair.  

We have ambitious plans to engage the whole town (& beyond!) in a full day of heritage, arts and community activities 

to make the fair a day for all to enjoy and remember for years to come. We envisage that at least 30,000 people will 

attend the event, with many ex-residents coming from afar to take part in the festivities. As such a unique event, we 

will also be working with both local and national press to promote the event and enhance the positive reputation of 

our area.  

The fair is being organised by a steering group of local volunteers and cultural organisations, including Made With 
Many who have recently secured investment from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to make the fair happen and 
support heritage activity before, during and after the event.  
 

Callout 
We are looking for an artist/s to work with local community groups, including primary schools and nurseries, to create 
larger-than-life figures from the history of Corby.  
 
We have shortlisted the following historical figures: 
- Kori the Viking from whom the town gets its name 
- Queen Elizabeth I, who granted Corby village a royal charter in 1568 
- A protestor from the Newton rebellion of 1607 
- John Anderson, a fugitive slave who lived in Corby at the time of the 1862 Pole Fair 
 
Each figure will be co-created with a local group or school, with the artist delivering at least two half day workshops 
to both create the puppet and explore the historical figure it portrays. The figures will then lead a community parade 
on the morning of the fair, being carried by the groups that helped to create them.  
 
 

Artist Requirements  



 

  

 

We are looking for artists who: 
- Are highly experienced in co-creating work with community groups and schools 
- Can demonstrate excellence in their medium 
- Have experience of creating new work inspired by historical figures 
- Hold a DBS (dated within the past 2 years) and hold valid public liability insurance of at least £5million 
- Experienced in complying with risk assessment, monitoring and evaluation procedures for the project 
- Have appropriate training including safeguarding or be willing to undertake training 
- Are available for workshops in Corby during April & May 2022 
- Are available on Friday 3rd June to oversee the parade of the figure/s (desirable) 
 
 

Fee/Contractual information  
There is a budget of £1,000 for the creation of each figure to include all artists’ fees, workshops, materials, travel and 
VAT (if applicable).  
 
A contract will be issued by Groundwork Northamptonshire, the accountable body for Made with Many. The 
commission will be made to an organisation or as a freelance contract. The organisation/practitioner will be 
responsible for all tax liabilities and National Insurance or similar contributions. Ownership of the final work will rest 
with Made With Many and the works may be gifted to the groups that created them and/or displayed elsewhere in 
the town after the fair.  
 
 

How to Apply  
We welcome applications for the creation of a single puppet, or multiple puppets.  
 
To apply please send the following, to info@madewithmany.org by 9am on Tuesday 18th January 2022: 
- A CV, highlighting your experience of working with the general public, as either a document (2 sides of A4) or short 
film (up to 2mins) 
- Up to 3 examples of recent, relevant work 
- A short proposal detailing how you would approach the brief and any preference of historic figure and/or type of 
group (1 side of A4 or 1min film) 
 
Applications will be assessed by the Corby Pole Fair committee and Made With Many. For an informal conversation 
about this opportunity, please contact Helen Willmott via helen@madewithmany.org  
 
 

Equal Opportunities 
Made With Many is committed to equal opportunities. We are working to achieve diversity and welcome applications 
from all sections of the community. In support of this, we have an access budget available to disabled artists delivering 
aspects of our programme. If you require additional support to complete this contract, please outline these in your 
application. Any such requests will not affect the outcome of our decisions. If you require additional support in making 
an application, or would like this information in an alternative format, please contact the office on 01536 267895 or 
info@madewithmany.org 
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