
Celebration Crackers Instructions

1. How to make the party hat

Fold an A4 sheet lengthways and cut along the line. Glue the two short sides 
together to make a long strip (for bigger size heads you can add an extra length!) 
bring the ends together and glue so you have a circular shape. 

Press flat on the table and fold in half and half again. On the top open side, cut a 
zig zag shape to create the crown effect. Open out the hat to reveal your lovely 
homemade crown. You can decorate this with felt tips,colouring pens, or stickers 
and roll it up so it forms a cylinder. Pop it to one side ready to include inside your 
cracker in the next stage…

These homemade crackers are a great way to decorate the Christmas table for
your celebratory feast and to share with friends & family. Adding little notes make

them far more personal than any shop bought ones, and the whole process makes
for a lovely craft exercise, while also getting everyone into the Christmas spirit

-enjoy and have fun! 



2. Wellbeing note exercise

Traditionally, inside a cracker, there is a joke or humorous tale. You are very 
welcome to write something similar, but we think it would be really lovely to say 
something special to the recipient of each cracker. This might be a Christmas wish 
to them, a thank you for something kind they have done this year, or even a 
memory that you share together. Anything that is personal to them and that will 
make them smile! 

Here are a few ideas to get you started... 

“Thank you for all your help this year”

“Thank you for taking me to football each week Dad x”

“You make me smile everyday”

“Merry Christmas Nanny, we love you so much x”

   "Enjoy the christmas season and stay safe, all my love x"

    "Have fun welcoming in the New Year- heres to 2021"
 
    Or make a mini drawing especially for them!

Brainstorm some ideas and then once
you have decided on your message,
write it out on the print out included in
this pack. Cut out the notes and keep
to one side to add to your crackers
later...



3. Now lets make the cracker...

You will need:

• Toilet-roll tubes, or thin postal tubes cut to size 
• A4 paper (you can use plain paper, newspaper, wrapping paper, 

comics, book pages and there is an opportunity for extra decoration at
the end.

• Scissors 
• Cracker template
• Decorative string or ribbon 
• Items to decorate your cracker such as colouring pencils, pom poms, 

stickers, scrap paper & buttons- anything your heart desires!
• Wellbeing note and hat you made previously.

1) Use the template and draw
out the design on any A4 size
sheet of paper.

2) Cut out the required shape.
For cutting out the diamond
bits, it is easier to fold the
sheet so you can easily snip
out triangles, which when
opened, reveals the diamond
shapes.

3) Fold along the four dotted
lines as indicated on the
template.

4) Place a toilet-roll tube on the
long edge of your paper, in
the centre section and roll the
tube across the paper
forming a cylinder. Secure it
with glue or sticky tape along
the centre and both ends of
the cracker. 

5)  At one end of the cracker, form the hand signal for OK, around the gap 
between the toilet roll and the card. Gently squeeze and twist a little with 
your thumb and forefinger, while using your other hand to hold the card in 
shape. Keep squeezing until the cracker has a nicely defined neck to it. Tie a 
piece of string or ribbon around this gathered section and trim the ends so 
they are neat and tidy.



6) Pop your hat, the little note and, if you like, a surprise into the open end of the
cracker. We used chocolate coins, but you can customise for each recipient.
Then seal the other end of the cracker with another piece of ribbon, as 
before,

7) If you made your cracker with plain paper you might want to now add some 
extra decorations to jazz it up. Ideas include glueing pom poms or buttons on 
to it randomly. Try cutting out shapes of scrap paper and glueing to make a 
design, or simply create a pattern by colouring in - make them as detailed or 
as simple as you wish!

8)  Ta-da! You have just 
made your own 
celebration cracker! 
Now you can give to 
friends and family 
and share in the 
magic of this festive 
time. Well done! 

You can find a video with instructions too, if you would like to follow along step by 
step, on our facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/MadeWithMany.org

https://www.facebook.com/MadeWithMany.org
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